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SECRET STATE 058327 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, ZA 

SUBJECT: ZAMBIAN INTEREST IN US ARMS 

REFERENCE: LUSAKA 563 

1 . INFO REFTEL APPRECIATED. CHONA RESPONSE, HOWEVER, 

DOES RAISE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS OF WHICH HE AND KAUNDA 
SHOULD BE FULLY AWARE. 

2. REQUEST, THEREFORE, YOU GET IN TOUCH WITH CHONA IMME- 
DIATELY TO INFORM HIM THAT WE WISH TO BE RESPONSIVE TO 
ANY GRZ REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE WE MAY RECEIVE. 
HOWEVER, GRZ MUST ALSO BE FULLY AWARE THAT WE CANNOT RPT 
CANNOT PROVIDE EQUIPMENT OR SERVICES ON SHORT NOTICE ANY 
TIME GRZ MAY DESIRE SUCH ASSISTANCE. REASON, WHICH YOU 
SHOULD EXPLAIN TO CHONA, IS THAT EXTENSION OF MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE REQUIRES PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION, NOTIFICA- 
TION AND JUSTIFICATION TO CONGRESS, AND IDENTIFICATION 
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TABLY, SUCH PROCESS IS TIME CONSUMING ALTHOUGH WE WOULD 
DO OUR BEST TO ACCELERATE IT IN CASE OF ZAMBIA. 

3. THUS, IF GRZ WISHES US TO BE ABLE TO RESPOND QUICKLY 
TO A FUTURE ZAMBIAN REQUEST, BEST COURSE WOULD BE FOR 
GRZ TO MAKE INITIAL REQUEST NOW, CAST AT LEAST IN GENERAL 
TERMS. PLEASE REPORT PROMPTLY CHONA'S RESPONSE TO YOUR 
FOLLOW-UP. FYI: THE GLOBAL FY 1977 REQUEST FOR MILI- 
TARY ASSISTANCE HAS ALREADY BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE CON- 
GRESS. THUS, ANY REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR 
ZAMBIA WOULD BE INCLUDED IN A SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST WHICH 
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS IN VERY NEAR FUTURE. 

END FYI. 

4. IN YOUR CONVERSATION YOU SHOULD MAKE CLEAR THAT WE 
ARE NOT TRYING TO BE DISCOURAGING BUT TO POINT OUT THE 
PRACTICAL PROBLEMS CONCERNED WITH MILITARY ASSISTANCE. 

OUR MAJOR CONCERN IS TO BE HELPFUL AND RESPONSIVE. KISSINGER 
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